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Agenda Item No:  6 
 
Wolverhampton City Council   OPEN DECISION ITEM  
 
Committee / Panel   LICENSING COMMITTEE  Date 17/04/2013 
   
Originating Service Group(s)  EDUCATION & ENTERPRISE 
 
Contact Officer(s)/   COLIN PARR  
Telephone Number(s)  0105  
 
Title/Subject Matter HACKNEY CARRIAGE AND PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLE TESTING 

AT VOSA REGISTERED GARAGES 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
(i) That the proposed testing arrangements for Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Vehicles 

as detailed in section 3.3 of the report be approved. 
 
(ii) That the proposed criteria and process for VOSA registered garages to become a 

Council approved testing facility as detailed in section 3.4 of the report be approved. 
 
(iii) That delegated authority to approve and revoke approved garages status is given to the 

Licensing Manager with a review process of this decision to the Licensing Sub-
Committee. 

 
(iv) That delegated authority for non-mechanical compliance checks of Hackney Carriage 

and Private Hire Vehicles be given to the Licensing Officers with a review process to the 
Section Leader (Licensing). 

 
(v) The payment of an approval fee to the Council of £150 per year. 
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HACKNEY CARRIAGE AND PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLE TESTING AT  
VOSA REGISTERED GARAGES 

 
1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 The purpose of this report is to seek the Committee’s approval to:- 
 

• The proposed testing arrangements of Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Vehicles 
at VOSA registered garages. 

 
• The proposed criteria and process for VOSA registered garages to become a 

Council approved testing facility. 
 
• That delegated authority to approve and revoke approved garages status is given to 

the Licensing Manager with a review process of this decision to the Licensing Sub-
Committee. 

 
• That delegated authority for non-mechanical compliance checks of Hackney 

Carriage and Private Hire Vehicles be given to the Licensing Officers with a review 
process to the Section Leader (Licensing). 

 
• The payment of an approval fee to the Council of £150 per year. 

 
2.0 BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 In the summer of 2012 the Council consulted on proposals titled ‘Future Hackney 

Carriage Provision’ age criteria for Hackney Carriages.  These proposals detailed 
revisions to the new vehicle. 

 
2.2 The consultation responses and subsequent detailed dialogue with the Hackney 

Carriage trade highlighted several additional issues, including a request that vehicle 
testing be opened up to private VOSA registered MOT stations. 

 
2.3 This proposal was further discussed at both the Hackney Carriage and Private Hire 

Working Groups and at a meeting to which all VOSA registered MOT stations in 
Wolverhampton were invited. 

 
3.0 PROPOSALS 
 
3.1 As mentioned above on 27 November 2012 all VOSA registered garages from across 

Wolverhampton were invited to attend a meeting to explore options for opening up 
testing of Hackney Carriages and Private Hire Vehicles to private VOSA registered 
garages.  Approximately 60% of all eligible garages attended this meeting.  The area 
manager for VOSA also attended.  A copy of the presentation is attached at Appendix ‘A’ 
to this report. 

  
3.2 There were several delivery options which were considered by the Council.  They are 

listed below: 
 

• Allow any VOSA registered garage to complete taxi mechanical safety tests – this 
would involve issuing an MOT certificate. 

 
• Allow any VOSA registered garage, that meets the standard specified by the Council 

to complete taxi mechanical safety tests – this would involve issuing an MOT 
certificate. 
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• Open up a competition process to allow a limited number of garages that meet a 
specified standard to complete both mechanical safety tests (including the issuing of 
a MOT certificate) and compliance checks. 

 
• Introduce an application process to allow any VOSA registered garage that meets the 

specified standard to be authorised to deliver mechanical safety tests (including the 
issuing of a MOT certificate) and compliance checks. 

 
3.3 Following the meeting with garages and discussions with Hackney Carriages and Private 

Hire trades the preferred option for consultation was identified as: 
 
“Allow any VOSA registered garage, that meets the standard specified by the 
Council to complete taxi mechanical safety tests – this would involve issuing an 
MOT certificate”.  

 
3.4 It is proposed that any VOSA garage can become an appropriate Testing Centre subject 

to meeting the following criteria:- 
 
• Registered as a VOSA approved Test Centre for a minimum of 3 years  
• Currently considered by VOSA as a ‘green’ rated garage. 
• Located within the administrative boundary of Wolverhampton City Council. 
• The garage is available for inspection by an authorised officer of the Council at any 

time the garage is open to the public. 
• Ownership and management of the garage must be independent of any current 

Wolverhampton Hackney Carriage or Private Hire vehicle proprietor or operator. 
• Payment of an approval fee to the Council of £150 per year. 
• Compliance with any other reasonable directive/conditions placed on the garage by 

the Licensing Manager. 
 

The Council consulted with stakeholders on a provisional criteria similar to those listed 
above, in order to establish if this is sufficient to ensure public safety of vehicles and/or 
whether other safeguards should be considered.  The initial consultation correspondence 
is detailed at Appendix ‘B’. 

 
4.0 CONSULTATION RESULTS 
 
4.1 On 27 November 2012 all VOSA registered garages were invited to attend a 

presentation to explore extending Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Vehicle safety 
checks to private VOSA registered garages. 

 
4.2 Following the meeting with stakeholders on the four delivery options the Council 

consulted with stakeholders (including all VOSA registered testing stations, VOSA, 
Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Trade Working Groups) on the preferred option.  A 
copy of the consultation letter is attached at Appendix ‘B’ to this report.   

 
4.3 Stakeholders were invited to submit written responses on this proposal to Licensing 

Services no later than 28 February 2013.  A copy of all responses to the Council’s 
preferred option is attached at Appendix ‘C’ to this report. 

 
4.4 In summary from the responses received the stakeholders support the preferred option 

as detailed in Appendix ‘B’. 
 



VOSA Garages report.doc 

5.0 SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
5.1 Members are requested to endorse the preferred option as detailed at 3.3 of the report to 

be implemented from 3 June 2013. 
 
5.2 The Committee are also requested to agree the criteria for VOSA registered garages to 

become an approved Council testing facility for Hackney Carriage and Private Hire 
Vehicles as detailed at 3.4 of the report. 
 

5.3 It is recommended that delegated authority be given to the Licensing Manager to 
approve and revoke approved garages status with a review process of this decision to 
the Licensing Sub-Committee.   
 

5.4 It is also recommended that delegated authority for non-mechanical compliance checks 
of Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Vehicles is given to the Licensing Officers with a 
review process to Section Leader (Licensing). 

 
5.5 It is recommended that the Licensing Committee endorse the proposed approval fee of 

£150 per year as detailed at 3.4 of the report. 
 
6.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
6.1 Currently all Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Vehicles are tested at the Council’s 

Culwell Street Depot.  The opening up of testing to other facilities will result in an overall 
increase in the Council’s net expenditure as a result of a reduction in income over and 
above cost savings.  This will be factored into the ongoing review of Fleet Services and 
Culwell Street facility and covered in further reports to Councillors (RT/05042013/U). 

 
7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
7.1 Section 48 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 provides that a 

District Council may determine a private hire vehicle application taking into account 
various factors.  These include being satisfied that the vehicle is in suitable mechanical 
condition. 

 
7.2 A District Council may attach to the grant of a licence such conditions as they may 

consider reasonably necessary. 
 
7.3 Section 50 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 provides that 

the proprietor of any .... hackney carriage or private hire vehicle licensed by a District 
Council shall present such ..... private hire vehicle for inspection and testing by or on 
behalf of the Council within such period and at such place within the area of the Council 
as they may be notice reasonably required.  Provided that a .... Council shall not ... 
require a proprietor to present the same .... hackney carriage or private hire vehicle for 
inspection and testing on more than three separate occasions during any one period of 
12 months. 

 
7.4 Section 68 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 gives 

authorised officers of the Council and the police powers which are additional to the 
requirements of Section 50 and allows such officers, if on inspection they are not 
satisfied as to the vehicle’s fitness, to require the vehicle or its taximeter to undergo a 
further inspection.  (SH/05042013/A) 
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8.0 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
8.1 The reduction in income from Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Vehicle testing will 

virtually all be offset by the reduction in charges made by the Culwell Street testing 
station. 

 
8.2 The reduction in the number of tests carried out at Culwell Street will form part of a 

review of resource requirements at the testing station. 
 
9.0 EQUALITIES IMPLICATIONS 
 
9.1 There are no equalities implications arising from this report. 
 
10.0 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
10.1 There are no direct environmental implications arising from this report. 












































